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Spotlight on Middle School at Parkside 

48th Annual MAMSE conference 

The Middle School at Parkside was pleased to host 

the 48th Annual MAMSE Conference on Monday 

March 12, 2018.  Over 225 middle school educators 

from across the state participated in a day of 

professional development. 

Approximately 30 MSP teachers presented at 

this conference 

Keynote speaker, Carla Tantillo Philibert spoke 

about the importance of Social Emotional 

learning and helping students to be present in 

the classroom 

Parent Liaison Kristy Dillon was awarded the 

Parent of The Year Award for her outstanding 

efforts at JPS/Parkside 

8th Grade Student, Natalie Tobey was awarded 

The Louis G. Romano Scholarship 

Special recognition to 6th Grade ELA teacher 

and MAMSE Board Member Claire Niehaus and 

the MSP Conference Planning Committee for 

their leadership in planing this spectacular 

professional development opportunity 

Silent Auction baskets were auctioned off to 

raise funds for Parkside Student rewards 

20-30 NJHS students earned community service 

hours by volunteering to assist at the 

conference 

The 4SLC staff joined Parkside for a day of PD 



by  Claire Abendroth, cabendroth@mlive.com

40-foot mural at 
Baker College of 
Jackson painted by 
Jackson High students

Jackson High staff & students, Bernie Nabozny Delaney Pickett, Kaitlin Heins, 
Quentavia Keene, Santana Perkins, and Stacey Williams, Debra Hirth making a 

40-foot mark at  Baker College of Jackson ~ Engineering Building

Jackson High School art teachers Bernie Nabozny 
and Debra Hirth knew their  students would 
benefit from this experience. 

"That was the only process I wanted them to get 
comfortable with, entering a contest and putting 
themselves out there," Nabozny said. "Then we 
ended up winning." Nabozny said. 

Students Delaney Pickett, Kaitlin Heins, Quentavia 
Keene, Santana Perkins and Stacey Williams 
worked to create unique drawings related to 
engineering. With the help of Nabozney and 
Hirth, they combined them to create a drawing 
for a 40-foot wall.

"We started off helping them because there was a little 
hesitation about it," Nabozny said. "Telling them, 'Yeah it's 
going to need to be bigger. Think about what you're 
working with,' but then they really took ownership and 
were like, 'Can you guys just leave us to draw?' and I said, 
'Cool, yeah go for it.'" 

The students spent 5 months working on the mural. They 
painted around their busy schedules and around after- 
school activities and worked through Christmas break. 

"I really like how it came together," Keene said. "I feel like 
our pieces help each other's stand out. I'm glad it's done, 
but I really like how it came out in the end." 

"It was a learning experience for sure," Pickett said. 

The students said that they had fun working on the mural. 
It even helped grow some friendships. 

"Two of them are already talking about another mural," 
Nabozny said. "In (Jackson High School), we have a lot of 
walls that have already been painted on. I told them I 
want to see a plan."

JACKSON, MI - A 40-foot mural in Baker College 
of Jackson's engineering building is now covered 
in the artwork of five Jackson High School 
students. 

Baker College of Jackson issued a contest for local 
artists to receive the opportunity to paint a mural 
in its new engineering building. 

"We wanted to add a little bit more color to the 
building and it was (President of Baker College of 
Jackson) Steven Simpson's idea to have a mural 
painted," Marie Bonkowski, Director 
of Student Affairs, said. "We decided to do a little 
contest and to spread that out into the community. 
The Jackson High students submitted a wonderful 
preliminary drawing and so they were chosen to 
do the mural."



Who is Joel Shaner: 

 

If you haven’t heard the name Joel Shaner, I would be 

surprised. Joel is the principal trumpet for the JSO and has 

performed with the JSO for 32 years. He is also a founding 

member of our Community Music School. During the day, Joel 

is the Director of Bands at Jackson High School, as well as the 

JHS Auditorium Supervisor and the JHS Music Department 

Chairperson. He currently teacher four concert band classes, 

two jazz ensembles, two jazz combos, a volunteer marching 

band of over 120 students, and many small ensembles. Joel 

received his BME from Central Michigan University and a 

Master of Music-Trumpet Performance, from the University of 

Wisconsin-Milwaukee. He is in his 33rd year of teaching. In 

2009 he was named the MSBOA Band Teacher of the Year. 

 

Career Highlights: 

 

When I asked Joel about his career highlights, this is what he 

had to say, “every concert…each one, is a personal celebration 

for each of our students who perform on stage. I remember 

each student and each concert…I may not remember the name 

of the music we performed, but I remember the enthusiasm in 

which we performed. That is truly epic.” 

 

About your instrument: 

 

Joel’s primary trumpet for the symphony is a Bach C Trumpet, 

but it really is a “frankenhorn” in that it has the valve and the 

valve slides of a 1955 Bach C Trumpet, the bell off a large bore 

C and a custom lead pipe that was built for it in the 1980’s. He 

has used this trumpet since 1981. It’s important to note that 

orchestral trumpeters use a variety of different keyed 

instruments for different pieces and styles of music. 

 

Personal Tidbits: 

 

Joel resides in Jackson with his wife Beth, and is the father of 

three children, Evan, Ryan and Katie. He is an active member 

of the First United Methodist Church in Jackson, serving as 

Chairperson of the Worship Committee and a member of the 

Church Leadership Team. 

 

Upcoming Performances: 

 

The JHS marching band will perform in the Memorial Day 

Parade as well as the Rose Parade.

Jackson Symphony Orchestra 
Musician Spotlight: Joel Shaner 

Article & Photo Courtesy of 
Jackson Symphony Orchestra



Michigan School Band and Orchestra 

Association District Festival 

Jackson High School had the esteemed pleasure of  hosting the    

Michigan School Band and Orchestra Association District Festival. 

There were 26 groups from Mid-Michigan comprised with over 1,400 

students, families and administration that came to JHS for the festival. 

We were honored to be able to host an event in a performance 

environment that is the best around.  

Thank you to our JPS Administration for the ability to host. 

 

 

Congratulations to all JHS 

Bands and Orchestra 

ensembles for 

receiving First Division 

ratings. 

 That’s 5 groups-all Ones! 







Sandra Maher  

Grant Recipients  

David Brown & 

Laurie Pemble ~ Cascades

Kim Bruton ~ 

Sharp Park 

Academy

Mardi Raymond ~ 

Bennett



Award Winning 
     Viking Staff 

ALETA DAMM 

Top Teacher-Top 10 

Parkside 8th Grade Science Teacher, 

Middle School Science 

Department/Curriculum Chair 

JONELL HASSELBACK-ZENKER 

Top Teacher-Top 5 JHS Special 

Education Teacher 

ALISON RESOR 

Top Teacher-Top 5 Parkside P.E. 

Teacher, Middle School P.E. 

Department/Curriculum Chair 

 JPS's own 

  THOMAS HUNT has been 

awarded TEACHER OF 

THE YEAR 

Tom actively serves as 

Jackson High School's 

Chemistry Teacher, 

Robotics Coach and 

Senior Class Advisor 

Congratulations Tom!!! 

Congratulations!!!



The Middle School at Parkside 

 Academic Excellence Event 

Celebrating Black History

The NAACP of Jackson County 

and 

The Jackson College Office of 

Multicultural Affairs 

 joined forces to celebrate the 160+ 

Middle School at Parkside minority 

students, who earned a cumulative 

3.0 GPA or higher to take part in 

this celebration.  

The event was held on February 

24th at the Jackson College Potter 

Center. 

Photos Courtesy of  
 Monica Pierce



JPS educator 
Tracy Spring reaches 30-year 

teaching milestone

You can always count on the children to be honest. 
Their eager eyes and bright smiles tell the complete 
story. You don't have to ask a single question. I've 

been visiting Mrs. Spring's classroom at least once a 
year over the last five years; the faces obviously 

change, but the result is the same...nothing but love. 
This love does not only reside with the children, no, 

it's reciprocated. The children would know if it wasn't 
genuine. This love affair is now 30-years strong in 
Tracy Spring's profession as an elementary school 
teacher. Reflecting back on her journey, Tracy says, 
"I've been given a gift and my drive has not ended. I 
know each year brings more and more challenges, 
but at the same time more and more successes and 
it's fulfilling. I have a passion and I'm not ready to 

hang it up yet." 
 

Tracy Spring never questioned her decision to 
become a school teacher which began 30 years ago 

at T.A. Wilson. "It's in my DNA, but sometimes I 
question myself as to whether I'm making an impact, 

but when see how I'm connected with the families 
and kids and how we relate and they know if you are 
real and authentic. I'm a tough lover, but often they 
need it and likewise, they put me in my place, which 

is also OK." 
 

Tracy admits that times have changed since she 
began teaching. "I wasn't prepared for the many hats 
I wear today. Times have changed which means I've 
had to change. I'm willing to continue to make the 

change. Each year is different, but at the end of the 
day if they can  leave feeling good about themselves, 

leave with a smile and leave happy, then I feel that 
much better about my job and as long as I can 
continue to play a role in that equation, I will 

continue as a 2nd Grade Teacher at Cascades 
Elementary School." 

 
Tracy is married to her husband Dave and they have 

two children Calvin and Sydney, both are recent 
college graduates.

By Alan Wade, The Jackson Blazer
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Looking Ahead



Stay Connected 

with JPS

Download the JPS App on the Apple & Google 

Play Store on both iOS and Android devices

http://www.facebook.com/jpsvikings/

http://twitter.com/jpsvikings

http://www.jpsk12.org


